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CONTINUATION OF VIETNAM STORY FROM PAGE ik 

!'It is an interesting coincidence that My Lai, 
a real and' authenticated massacre, occurred at about 
the same time as the mythical Communist massacre at 
Hue," continues Porter. "The Hue massacre was need- 
ed to help oonvice us that even if we were not quite 
as kindly toward the Vietnamese" as our official 
rhetoric of intervention implied, "they were worse." 

But the major use of the myth of the massacre, 
in B9)rtejr‘s words, has been to divert X)ur attention 
"from the real and massive bloodbath in which the 
U.S. has been participating and sustaining for a 
decade." -30- 
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Please note: The following is a rewrite of the opening 
six paragraphs ofi the article on the pill in #695: 

NEW YORK (LNS)— The birth control pills most 
widely prescribed in the U.S. today consist of a com- 
bination of two synthetic hormones — estrogen and pro- 
gesterone — taken every day for three weeks with one 
week off the medication for menstrual bleeding. 

The estrogen in the pill functions to prevent 
the development of the egg in the ovary. Usually the 
low estrogen level in a woman's body around the fifth 
day of her cycle stimulates the formation of an egg. 

By taking added estrogen (in the pill) every day for 
21 days, an egg is not stimulated to develop. In ef- 
fect, a woman's ovaries remain inactive whi le she is 
taking the pill, and there is no egg to be fertilized 
by the sperm. 

If ovulation does occur, it is because a woman 
has been given too low a dosage of estrogen to pre- 
vent the stimulation of the egg formation, (the es- 
trogen level varies for each woman) 

The addition of progesterone in the birth con- 
trol pill provides two vital back-up effects. First, 
it increases the thickness of the cervical mucus so 
that Sperm have a hard time getting through. Secondly, 
it keeps the lining of the uterus from developing 
properly so that if an egg does ripen and a sperm 
does make it through the cervical mucus and fertilizes 
the egg, the ferti 1 ized egg will not be able to find 
a good place on the lining to implant. 

Since many of the side effects of birth control 
pills are related to their estrogen, progesterone 
content, some physicians attempt to tailor the pill 
to the woman's normal hormone levels. However, since . 
a woman's biochemistry is as individual as a fingerrrh.t 
print, these attempts can be only approximate. 

Most doctors prescribe 'Uiow;- dosage" estrogen 
pills (50 meg estrogen) since the "high-dosage" vari- 
eties have been linked to increased risk of blood 
clots (thrombo embolisms). Still, different pills 
contain different kinds, strengths and quantities of 
the synthetic hormones, so if effects i ^ vv i'ts 

occur, it is advisable to switch to a different types 
or dosage. 
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OOPS!! CORRECTION IN THIS PACKET... 

In MIR'LEADERS CAPTURED story on page 5: Second par- 

agraph, second sentence should read: Diaz had bean a 
popular radio broadcaster before the junta seized power 
on September 11, 1973. 
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THE "HUE MASSACRE" RECONSIDERED: 

BLOODBATH PROPAGANDA PAST AND PRESENT 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- It is embedded deep in the 
Americaa consciousness that, throughout the struggle 
in Vietnam, the North Vietnamese and National Lib- 
eration Front (NLF) forces have participated sys- 
tematically in the wholesale massacre of innocent 
civilians. 

The one most important "exan5)le" of this so- 
called policy, as ci'tbd by-^nerican 
cials, is the "Hue aassacre" during the NLF^s Tet 
offensive of early 1968. It was inevitable, with 
the enormauansuccesses of the Provisional Revolution- 
ary Government-North Vietnamese forces in the last 
month, that the spectre of Hue would be raised ag- 
ain . 

Recent weeks have seen constant exhortations 
fromtthe news media, both newspapers and television 
about a "bloodbath list" that the North Vietnamese 
have been keeping for years, and most recently, re- 
ports of alleged atrocities in the newly-liberated 
areas have begun to surface. 

A UPI release which ran in the Los Angeles Times 
on April 18, and in the New York Times and Washing- 
ton Post on April 19, tells of a report from one 
monk that "about 300 South Vietnamese had been shot 
to death in a market place in Ban Me Thuot before 
thousands of people." 

The Washington Post claimed that 300 local not- 
ables and their families were rounded up in the mar- 
ketplace in Ban Me Thuot, and that "the heads of the 
families were reportedly shot on the spot. Their 
families were taken out of town and killed later." 

The CBS Evening News with Waiter Cronkite and 
the Washington Post reported of one Vietnamese who 
ciaims to have been an eyewitness to a rocket attack 
on a bridge that was being crossed by refugees in 
South Vietnam. "The refugees were shot while try- 
ing to swim ashore," the Post wrote. "The eyewit- 
ness estimated that about 2,000 persons were killed." 

Both CBS and the Post also reported the story 
of one Vietnamese from Ban Me Thuot who said he was 
told by a "friend in the Vietcong to get out while 
he could because they were planning to classify the 
inhabitants and take the class enemies to the 
'slaughterhouse.'" 

At the same time that these reports were sur- 
facing, in the press. Secretary of State Henry Kiss- 
inger said he had received reports which "seemed 
plausible to us of execution of certain categories 
of personnel" in the newly-liberated areas. Kissin- 
ger told the House International Relations Committee 
that "we expect the Communists to eliminate all pos- 
sible opponents." 

And the source for all these "plausible reports'!" 

bhe American Embassy in Saigon . > . Nbne 

of these reports have been substantiated by any in- 
dependent sources. All are unconfirmed and unveri- 
fied. Still, that didn't stop the New York Times 
from Proclaiming in one headline, "Communists Ac- 
cused of Atrocities in Vietnam," and in a smaller 
subhead, "But Allegations, Reported by U.S. Embassy 

in Saigon . are Unconfirmed. " ■ " 
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In fact, the only reporting to come out of 
the PRG-control led areas of South Vietnam all de- 
ny the bloodbath reports. And AgBBce France- 
Presse report on April 22 from Da Nang says that 
a French Catholic priest insists "there was no 
bloodbath when it [Da Nang] was taken," 

"There had been panic and terrible looting," 
said the French priest, Father Charmop who has 
lived in Da Nang foan twenty years. ''The interven- 
tion o£ the liberation forces which was firm 
but not brutal — helped restore calm in less 
than an hours'.' 

"The liberation forces here were 100 times 
better behaved than those who liberated my birth 
place of Savoie in 1944," the priest added, re- 
ferring to the liberation of France by the Resis- 
tance from Nazi occupation. Father Charmop 's 
statements were echoed by several French residents 
of Da Nang, Agence France-Presse reported. 

The following analyses how American officials, 
with great heJ>p from the American press, have 
been able to perpetuate the myth of North Viet - 
namese-PRG brutality. The"exan 5 >le" most common- 
ly used is the "Hue massacre" of 1968. 

* * * 

The official U.S. government version of what 
happened in Hue during the Tet offensive in 1968 
has been that the National Liberation Front and 
the North Vietnamese deliberately and systematic- 
al^ murdered not only responsible officials but 
religious figures, the educated elite and ordinary 
people, and that burial sites later found yielded 
some 3,000 bodies, the largest portion of the to- 
tal of more than 4, 700j victims of "communist exec- 
ution. " 

Although there is still much that is not 
known about what happened in Hue, D. Gareth Porter, 
co-director of the Indochina Resource Center and 
one of the few Americans to have done research on 
the official reports of the alleged atrocity, 
writes recently in several articles that "there 
is sufficient evidence to conclude that the story 
conveyed to the American public by South Vietnam- 
ese and American propaganda agencies boreljtttle 
resemblance to the truth, but was, on the contrary 
the result of a political warfare campaign by the 
Saigon government, embellished by American govern- 
ment, and accepted uncritically by the U.S. press." 

The Saigon agency given the overall respon- 
sibility for compiling data on the "massacre" 
and publicizing the information was the Tenth 
Political Warfare Battalionoof the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) . 

The evidence of this agency must be immediate- 
ly suspect, says Porter, because the Tenth Polit- 
ical Warfare Battalion had as its specific mission 
"to discredit the National Liberation Front with- 
out regard to the truth," and in the past, it had 
played a major role in the forgery of documents 
and implementation of major propaganda campaigns 
against the NLF. 

Neither the ninnber of bodies found nor the 
causes of death were ever confirmed by independent 
sources, other than the Tenth Political WArfare — 
April 26, 197S more.... 





Battalion. 

According to Porter's well -documented research, 
the official Saigon account surfaced on April 23-^ 
1968, and said that owerrone thousand people were 
executed by the communists in and around Hue. The 
report was repeated in detail by the United States 
Information' SewiHe i But at first , "the United States 
media- ignored iti- • - o 

Orie week later, the U.S. Mission to South Viet- 
nam released the report again. According to the 
Saigon goverament news agency, Vietnam Press, the 
report was based on data Supplied by the National 
Pdlice in Hue, U.S. advisers, interviews with South 
Vietnamese Information and Refugee officials, and 
"records of the Tenth Political Warfare Battalion," 
which, supplied the basic statistics. 

But the UP I story on the report indicated that 
it was based solely on information supplied by the 
police, "failing to mention the role of the Politi- 
cal Warfare Battalion," writes Porter. The story 
was picked up by the Washington Post, and the New 
York Times in its story did not mention the source 
of the information either. 

"It is safe to say," concludes Porter, "that no 
American Hewspaper reader learned that the ARVN Tn 
Tenth Poiitical Warfare Battalion played the key 
role in compiling the report." 

Vietnam Press further reported that "an officer 
of the Tenth Political Warfare Battalion involved 
in investigating the executions estimated that al- 
most half of the victims were found buried alive." 

As the Saigon government was unearthing the 
graves, in the Hue area,in;atheef61iliowing two months, 
no journalists were permitted to view the grave 
sites or bodies, despite the fact that many foreign 
journalists were in Hue at the time. 

French photographer Marc Riboud demanded sever- 
al timess to sect the graves, but was repeatedly re- 
fused permission. Finally he was taken in a heli- 
copter to the sites, but the pilot refused to land, 
claiming that the area was "insecure." 

One non-official who was allowed to see the 
graves was Alje Vennema, a doctor working for a Can- 
adian medical team at Quang Ngai Hospital at the 
time . 

Vennema has testified that the evidence indic- 
ated to. him that most of the bodies he saw were vic- 
tims of fighting in the area, rather than of politi- 
cal killing. He stated that most of the bodies at 
one of the grave sites were clothed in the threads 
of uniforms, and he reported having talked with 
nearby villagers who said that from February 21 to 
26, 1968, there had been heavy bombing, shelling, 
and strafing in the immediate area. 

In contrast to government claims that many vic- 
tims had been buried alive, Vennema said ill the 
bodies showed wounds. 

It is undeniable that a very large number of 
civilians in Hue were killed by the massive and in- 
discriminate bombing of the area. David Douglas 
Duncan, the famous combat photographer, said of the 
recapture of Hue by American forces, that "it was ao 
total effort to root out and kill every enemy soldier. 
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The mind reiiS at the camige, cost, and ruthless- 
ness of it all." 

"The bloodshed and ruin shook even longtime 
supporters of the anti-communist effort," writes 
Porter, citing Robert Shaplen, in the New Yorker, 
who wrote at the time that "nothing I saw during 
the Korean War, ox in the Vietnam War so far has 
been as terrible, in terms of destruction and 
despair, as what I saw in Hue." A reporter for 
the Scripps-HowardcNewspapers described "bodies 
stacked into graves by fives -- one on top of 
another." 

One advisor to President Johnson, who had 
special access to information as a high Department 
of Defense official, wrote that in the recapture 
of Hue, 80% of the buildings were reduced to. rub- 
ble, and that "in the smashed ruins lay 2,000 
dead civilians...." 

Noam Chomsky and Ed Herman discussed the Hue 
massacre in their book "Counter-Revolutionary 
Violence: Bloodbaths in Fact and Pro|)agapda," 

and they report of a conversation one of them had 
with an American Marine who was present at the 
first publicized opening of a grave at Hue. 

"He informed us that the reporters present 
were carefully hand-picked reliables," Chomsky 
and Herman write, "that the bodies were not avail- 
able for inspection, and that he observed tracks 
and scour marks indicative of the use of bull- 
dozers [which the DRV and the NLF did not possess]." 

In 1969, more graves in and around Hue were 
discovered. Again reporters were not allowed to 
see the bodies being removed from the graves but 
were told by the district chief of the Saigon 
government the number of bodies found. 

Again, however, the government did not give 
all the details. "What the district chief did 
not tell the reporters," writes Porter, "was 
that the entire area in which the grave sites 
were found southeast of Hue had been a battleground 
for many weeks early in 1968." Some hamlets were 
held by the NLF for months, as American fighter- 
bombers carried out heavy strikes against them. 

The Saigon assertion that the bodies found 
were victims of communist execution was not con- 
vincing even to officials of the Saigon government 
itself. Saigon's Minister of Health, after visit- 
ing the burial sites in April 1969, informed the 
local deputy province chief that the bodies could 
be those of NLF soldiers that were killed in battle. 

And an American officer in Hue admitted to a 
Washington Post reporter at a mass funeral for the 
dead in May 1969 that "some may have just gotten 
caught up [in the fighting] ." 

All of this information, concludes Porter, 
suggests that "the overwhelming majority of the 
bodies discovered in 1969 were in fact the victims 
of American air power and of the ground fighting 
that raged in the hamlets." 

* * * 

Porter says that it was in, large part due to 
the work of one man that the Hue"massacre" re- 

£ _________ — L. 
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ceaived significant press coverage and wide comment 
in 1969 and 1970. He was the U.S. In£oafmati6n Ag- 
ency’s Douglas Pike who visited South Vietnam in 
November 1969, at the suggestion of Ambassador Ells- 
worth Bunker, to prepare a report on Hue. 

That same month. Pike briefed several reporters 
himself on his version of the NLF's occupation of 
Hue, and circulated a captured communist document 
which he had "found in the files" -- nineteen months 
later — and which he argued was an open admission 
of the mass murder of innocent civilians during the 
occupation of Hue. 

The document then became the subject of several 
stories in the American press. The Washington Post 
carried the AP article on the document with the 
headline, "Reds Killed 2,900 in Hue during Tet, ac- 
cording to Seized Enemy Document..." The Christian 
Science Monitor correspondent’s article, under the 
headline, "Communists Admit Murder," began, "The Confix 
munist massacre in Hue in early 1968 represented 
the culmination of careful planning." 

Both articles quoted as proof of "admission," a 
single sentence from the translation of the docu- 
ment. "We eliminated 1,892 administrative personnel, 

39 policepeaa, 790 tyrants, 6 captains, 2 first lieu- 
tenants , 20 second lieutenants and many non-cammi- 
ssioned officers," it was quoted as saying. 

"This sentence and document were accepted as 
confirmation of the U.S. -Saigon story of Hue," writes 
Porter, "despite the fact that nowhere in the docu- 
ment is it claimed or even suggested that any inno- 
cent civilians had been executed." 

Furthermore, says Porter, who has seen the or- 
iginal ^’document," the use of the word "eliminate" 
was a deceptive translation, suggesting killing, 
whereas the Vietnamese original word ("diet") had 
always been used much more broadly to include killed, 
wounded , captured and forced to surrender. 

Pike then gave to selected reporters a list of 
fifteen categories of what he called, and were called 
by the press, "enemies of the people" which were 
said to be targeted by the communists for liquida- 
tion. The list included two categories -- "leading 
and key members of religious organizations still 
deeply superstitious," and "members of the exploit- 
ing class" -- which suggested that the communists 
were out to kill Catholic leaders and landlords or 
capitalists in particular. 

The document was given prominence in articles 
in the Los Angeles Times and Washington Daily News 
on alleged communist plans for a "bloodbath." 

The Los AngeleS( Times is still strongly commit- 
ted to this version. In an article on April 18, 1975 
the Times says that the communists in Vietnam have 
been acquiring a "blood debt" list, and that "those 
debts v;ill be called in, if not immediately, then in 
good time." 

The L/IA.; Times says that "those who hold this 
view make varying estimates of the size of the blood 
debt list -- ranging anywhere from 50,000 to three 
million." They cit# for example, Gol. Tran Van Dac, 

"a North Vietnamese army defector," who in 1969 es- 
timated that "the South Vietnamese on 'the blood debt 
list -- if strictly applied would reach 3 million. 
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Other Americana with "experience in the field" 
are cited j:o back up these estimates. 

What the L. A. Times did not say, either 
this April or back in 1969, is that Col. Tran 
Van Dac was actually Planning Adviser to the 
General Directorate of Political Warfare of ARVN 
at the time, and thus hardly a disinterested witness. 

The "Enemies of the People" document, too, 
has been mistranslated, according to Porter. Por- 
ter says the document said nothing about "enemies 
of the people", a phrase apparently introduced by 
Pike himself and repeated by ^he press as though 
it were in the original. In addition, the document 
did not say nor did it imply that these fifteen 
categories of people were to be punished, much less 
liquidated, as Pike suggested to reporters. 

In fact, writes Porter, the document bore the 
title "Fifteen Criteria for Investigation." It 
was"simply one local cadre’s notion of the kinds 
of people who should be carefully watched." 

Pike’s claim that the"blood debt list" for 
execution in Hue was extensive and included lower- 
ranking officials and non-government figures is con- 
tradicted- by Hue’s own chief of secret police, Le 
Ngan, whos-e own name was on the list. In 1968, soon 
after the reoccupation of the city, Le Ngan told 
former International Volunteers Services (IVS) worker 
Len Acklmid, who had worked in Hue before the offen- 
sive, that the only names on the black list for the 
whole district Were those of the officers of the 
secret police apparatus. 

Porter points out, also, that documentary evi- 
dence of the NLP’s political strategy in Hue during 
the occupation contradicts Pike’s assertion that 
religious leaders and teachers were to be singled 
out for execution, an assertion that was agaipiech- 
oed by the American press this April, notably the 
L.A. Times, which claimed on April 18, "curiously 
enough, teachers are high on the list of marked men 
since the Hanoi government, valuing so heavily the 
power of the word believes they are a particularly 
dangerous class." 

Pike wrote in a book he published in 1969 that 
the revolutionary government in Hue during the occu- 
pation consisted of a number of leaders of the 1966 
Struggle Movement Against the Ky Government, who were 
according to Porter, "precisely the Buddhist and in- 
tellectual leaders he [Pike] later claimed the NLP 
wished to systematically 'eliminate in 1968." 

As for the Catholics in Hue, Porter writes that 
"evidence from both communist documents and eyewitness 
testimony shows that the NLP’s policy was not dir- 
ected against the Catholic church." In Gia Hoi dis- 
trict (where Hue is located) one Catholic priest 
told Len Ackland, the former IVS worker, "that not 
one of his parishioners was harmed by the NLP." 

Despite all this research, the American press 
still reports the myths about Hue. The New York 
Times in April, even said that all 3,QG0 "victims" 
were found in one single grave, a charge that was 
never made by anyone, American or South Vietnamese. 

Porter says that one major reason for the gull- 
ibility of the press "is their ignorance of the na- 
ture -and— tactics -of the -NLP , “End of :the Vietnamese 
scene iii gbriefal. Their [the press] ‘wiilingness to 
•believe withcpt question officially produced ’docu- 
ments’ that vindicate cold war cliches, in the face 


of till. 



VICTORIES IN' INDOCHINA RECALL CHINA IN 1948-49 
by Dave Goldberg 

NEW YORK (LNS)--The military victories of rev- 
olutionary forces in Cambodia and South Vietnam 
have seemingly caught most Americans by surprise. 
Unprepared for these events by a press which almost 
uncritically reports information supplied by Amer- 
ican officials, the American people have been be- 
wildered and shocked at how quickly, supposedly 
strong American-backed regimes have disintegrated. 

However, these events should come as no sur- 
prise when one realizes that a remarkably similar 
situation occurpedwhen China "fell" in 1948-49. The 
recent death of Chiang Kai-shek is a timely remin- 
der of the similarities of these two situations. 

Civil war broke out in China between the Com- 
munists and Chiang 's Nationalist government after 
Chiang massacred thousands of Communists in Shang- 
hai in 1927. Fighting was temporarily halted from 
1937-45 when both sides agreed to keep on fighting 
the Japanese who had invaded and occupied much of 
Northern China, however even during this time Chiang 
withheld his best troops for eventual use against 
the Communists. In March 1946, he broke off peace 
talks with the Communists and launched an all out 
attack against them. 

At the time Chiang promised the "total annih- 
ilation of the Red Bandits," the sort of bravado 
that characterized most of his speeches. But Chiang 
appeared to have good reason to be optimistic, as 
he was backed up by an army of three million Amer- 
ican-supplied and equipped soldiers, compared to 
the Communistic one million. Chiang also had ob- 
tained American promises of continued aid (which 
eventually totaled $4.5 billion for the 194S-49 
period), and he control®^ all China's major cities 
as well as the wealthiest agricultural areas. 

In spite of these advantages. Nationalist at- 
tacks in the spring of 1946 failed to hurt the Com- 
munists significantly, and the Nationalist regime 
quickly demonstrated that corruption and tyranny 
were still its primary characteristics. 

Conditions in cities such as Shanghai and Nan- 
king under the Nationalists were remarkably sim- 
ilar to Phnom Penh and Saigon under Lon Nol and 
Thieu. Runaway inflation affected all Chinese cities 
and the black market flourished, 

"Confiscations, robberies, pillage, rapes, 
wanton murders, uncontrolled inflation, widespread 
terrorism and food shortages"followed the Nation- 
alist troops wherever they went, according to Han 
Suyin, in"The Morning Deluge--Mao Tse Tung and the 
Chinese Revolution." 

The Japanese occupation appeared benevolent 
by comparison. It was commonly observed, Suyin 
continues, that "Chiang occupation troops were 
'even worse than the Japanese. 

The Communists rapidly increased their broad 
popular support, and in November, 1948 they launched 
a counterattack in Manchuria that was to end in the 
liberation of all of China in only a year's time. 

On April 20, 1949, Mao Tse Tung's People's 
Liberation Army crossed the Yangtze, the river that 
divides China in half, and they launched an offensive 
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1945 MASSACRE OF TAIWANESE ' 

Mainland Chinese were not the orily victims 
of Chiang's repression and periodic massacres. 

The local Taiwanese population also suffered un- 
der the Nationalist forces which occupied the is- 
land since 1945. In 1947 demonstrations organized 
against Chiang's rule were brutally put down by 
the Nationalists who brought in additional Nation- 
al 1st troops from the mainland. In his book 
"Journey Between Two Chinas," Seymour Topping des- 
cribes "an orgy of killing in which between ten 
and twenty thousand Taiwanese were massacred, in- 
cluding several thousand of the island's polit- 
ical and economic leaders and intellectual elite." 


which was ever more spectacular than the recent 
Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) victories 
in South Vietnam. In little over a month, key 
cities such as Nanking (the Nationalist capital), 
Wuhang., Sian and Shanghai (on Mai 27) were lib- 
erated while the National ists began a flight 
which eventually led them to Taiwan. 

The American media viewed these Communist 
victories with the same mixture of shock and dis- 
may that greets Communist successes today. Life 
Magazine, one of Chiang's most vocal supporters, 
claimed that "Red hordes were chanSling China from 
a self-governing land into a Soviet satellite 
and impressing its 450 million people into the 
intellectual property of Karl Marx," 

Everywhere, the Nationalist troops (virtually 
all of whom were conscripts) gave up the cities 
without a fight and in most cases defected to the 
Communists^ side. The New York Times reported 
that, when Nanking fell on April 23, "the entire 
police force either ran away or went into civilian 
clothes" and noted that "the defecting troops Sit 
down and waited for the Communists." 

James Reston, writing in the Times on April 
24, 1949 observed that "more than 9ft| of the 
equipment we have made available to them (the 
Nationalists) has been lost to the Communists," 
and that when Chiang fled South, "he took a large 
part of the gold and silver reserves of the gov- 
ernment," 

The landlords, the wealthy, and the govern- 
ment officials climbed all over each other to 
get out of each province that the Communists took. 
Long lines of rich people waited outside of banks 
in order to send their money overseas. 

By May 27 Shanghai had fallen,again with hard- 
ly a shot being fired, and the Peoples Liberation 
Army triumphantly entered the city. Just as now, 
the papers reported this liberation as a"con- 
quest" and as "a tragedy for all of China," The 
Times spoke of "a new Communist tyranny ready to 
deliver their country to the steps of Kremlin" 
and editorialized that the Communist victwles 
were a "cataclysmic development which casts long 
shadows not only over Asia but over the whole 
world," 

The Communist forces continued to win , 

2, .province after province until by December 
1949 all of China was liberated, Chiang and the 
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remhants of his supporters retreated to Taiwan 
where they had established themselves after the 
Japanese occupation ended in 1945. 

■ ^ . . , -30- - ■ 

MEW YORKERS PROTEST PROPOSED CUTS IN CITY SERVICES; 

SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS & LIBRARI ES. TO BE CLOSED 

NEW YORK (LNS)— Almost 1000 New York City res- 
idents protested proposed cutbacks ir) schools, health 
care, and 1 1 brary services at a noontime rally in 
the South Bronx on Apr i 1 23. The rally followed Mayor 
Abraham Beame's announcement that the city is plan- 
ning to close schools, hospitals and libraries as well 
§§ 1 1 ayr,of f yal mo^tr,iA , OOi) more iraiiin i c i jbal' >wfarker S toore- 
duce budget deficits. 

"We of the community want to demonstrate that 
we are not sleeping," said one of the organizers of 
the demonstration, an employeerof the Mott Hayen 
branch of the NYC library. 

"What are our so called leaders doing for us?" 
she continued. "This rally today is starting to 
show the leaders what's going on, that we are hot 
going to sit back and let them cut all the services. 

We will continue wi th demonstrations and you know 
what demonstrations mean. If we have to close all 
the offices and all the services in the South Bronx 
to get al 1 the politicians here to do their job for 
us, we wiil do that." 

The budget cutbacks outlined by Beame include 
the closing of A3 schools, two heal th centers, four 
hdspttdist-andieight-to ten libraries. 

In addition to the 3975 city employees who will 
be fired July 1 — including 332 firefi4?hters, 525 
pol ice officers, and 791 sanitation' workers — the may- 
or instructed the Board of Education to eliminate ' 
A 907 jobs, and the Health and Hospitals Administration 
to slash its staff by A 9 OO. 

The cutbacks, which will have the greatest -^ffdCt 
on poor areas, drew strong criticism from union 
leaders. Sani tatlonmen' s Association president John 
DeLury said the layoff of sanitation workers "is ac- 
companied by slashes in the refuse col lection sched- 
uals all over the city, but particularly in the 
slum areas.' This can only result in an appall ing s im- 
pact on the health of those communities," 

Firefighter's Association president Richard 
Vizzini said the loss of 332 firefighters is 'i^reclc- 
less and irresponsible and indicated a complete dis- 
regard of the lives and property of the people in 
the ci ty." 

Mayor Beame said he would renegotiate with 
some of the unions and that jobs could.be saved if 
thei unions would give up even more benefits. 

But Victor Gotbaum,e*ecutive'!di rector of Dis- 
trict Council 37 of the State, County and Municipal 
Employees, which represents most of the ci ty ' s, non- 
unifprmed workers, said his union had "nothing more 
to give." 

And Ed Handeman, speaking for the same union, 
asserted "Who says the best tfjgiy; to solve New York's 
budget problems is firing people who work for the 
city, many of whom are making 9»8,7,1 1 » 12 thousand 
dollars a year?" 

"There are many other avenu es." Handeman poqr — 
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tlnued. "There are large corporations -Con Ed, 

Bell Telephone, the banks, making hundreds of 
millions 6f dollars doing business with the city... 
They've been making billions off the city for gen- 
erations. Why doesn't somebody say to them 'look, 
you have to pitch in too* Take 5^ less profits 
thi s year. ' ...We know what kind of profits oil 
companies are making. 

"The service cuts--the care the city should 
give to its citizens — ^as usual, these cuts are 
going to be felt most severely by a lot of poor 
people." 

The proposed budget cuts will still leave 
NYC with a def id t of $641 mi 1 1 ion. Almost one- 
fifth of New York City's budget goes to pay in- 
terest to the banks for loans. Meanwhile, Consol- 
idated Edison Is negotiating for a 27^ rate in- 
crease. - 30 - 

(Th^nRs to WBA I radio station in N.Y. for this info) 

' TWO MIR LEADERS REPORTED CAPTURED,: 
UNDERGOING TORTURE 

SANTIAGO, Chile (LNS) — Two leading members 
of Chile's outlawed Revolutionary Left Movement 
(MIR) have been reported captured and are under- 
going severe torture according to reports from 
Chile. The Chilean junta denies that Gladys Diaz 
and Bautista Van Schoweri are in their custody, 
but friends of the two leaders and reports in the 
Freoch newspaper Le Monde contradict the govern- 
ment's clalmv ii ;i, 

Gladys Diaz, a 34-yeaf-old prominent woman 
journal i St who has been on the junta ' s "most 
wanted list," was captured by the Chilean Air 
Force on March |9, 1975, according to Le Monde. 

Diaz had been a popular radio broadcaster before 
the junta seized poWer on September 11, 1975. She 
was also a staff writer for Punto Final, a res- 
pected Latin American political magazine, as wel 1 
as El Rebfelde (The Rebel) the MIR publication, 
for which Lshe wrote regularly. 

Bautista Van Schowen was captured on December 
13 , 1973 , according to resistance sources, and 
Is being held at the Naval Hospital If) felpaira’Lsiq 
Chile. Van Schowen, a 30^year-old doctor , was a 
member of the Ml R' s pol Itical commission. Reports 
c<®ffhrig'^f say that Van Schowen 's body 
has been cowpletely muti lated by constant torture. 
In early February, 1975 a revolutionary sailor 
was. able to smuggle out of the country a copy 
of Van Schowen 's medical record, along with a 
photograph, which indicate his medical situation 
is serious. 

Several groups in the U.S> have launched a 
campaign on behalf 66 the two captuced MIR lead- 
ers. Strong international pressure must be exert- 
ed, the groups say, to stop the torture and gain 
freedom for political prisoners. 

•k 5v k 

Inquiries and demands for the release of the 
two should be sent to: General Augusto Pinochet, 
Edificio Diego Portales, Santiago, Chile. 

36 - 
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PLEASE PAY YOUR BILLS. SEND MONEY SOON. 
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DETROIT ALTERNATIVE NEWSPAPER SUED BY PHONE 
COMPANY 

DETROIT (LNS) --Court proceedings brought 
by the Michigan Bell Telephone Company against 
the Fifth Estate, an alternative newspaper in 
Detroit, were postponed for a second time on 
April 18. The paper faces fraud charges for pub- 
lishing instructions on how to construct a 
"black box" for free long distance phone calls. 

Charges of defrauding the phone company 
were filed against the paper in September, 1974 
by Michigan Bell after the Fifth Estate pub- 
lished an article in August entitled "Taming the 
Telephone Beast." The article listed the 1974 
telephone credit card codes and gave instruc- 
tions on how to construct a device known as a 
"black box", which allows incoming long-distance 
calls to bypass the phone company's billing 
system. 

The law under which the Fifth Estate is 
charged, forbids publishing instmactions on any 
equipment or any device that can be used to de- 
fraud the phone conq)any when there is reason to 
believe that people will use the instructions. 

Defense requests to get the charges dis- 
missed — on the grounds that the law violates 
First Amendment guarantees of freedom of the 
press --were denied by Judge bavenport. He did 
agree However, to the phone company's request to 
postpone the trial until August 19 . 

The phone company's reason for asking for 
a postponement was unclear, Len Mogil, lawyer 
for the alternative paper, speculated that "they 
may feel the Fifth Estate will be t^®luctant to 
publish things they might have otherwise pub- 
lished while this is pending." 

He also pointed out that the recent tifele*L 
phone rate increase in Michigan could make lad 
jurors less sympathetic , at present, to 
Michigan Bell Telephone. 

—30— 
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PHONE COMPANY USES THREATS IN WAR AGAINST 
"BOX" USERS 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The New York Telephone 
Company has its own way of dealing with "phone 
phreaks ," ithe people who use electronic devices 
to avoid long distance telephone tolls, accord- 
ing to a report in the Village Voice. 

Some sources say there are over a thousand 
people in New York alone Who are using "blue 
box" and ?'blatkbbox" devices to avoid hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in telephone bills each 
year. The black box enables a person to receive 
phone calls Withdut charge to the caller; the 
blue box permits a person to dial out free. 

The phone company rarely arrests the phone 
phreak, but rather sends to the box user, a 
threatening team of tough talking security 


nw, or tomorrow we'll go to the district 
attdrney's office and begin prosecution. If 
you'll turn over the box now, we'll just for- 
get about the whole^^^^^t^^^ 

Apparently the phone company makes this 
offer not for the sake of leniency> but be- 
cause they don ' t have sufficient 1 egal evidence 
to obtain court convictions . Since 1970 , the 
New York phone comp&iy has recovered 100 blue 
boxes and 200 black bo^ceS, but has not secured 
a single conviction in a court trial. Of the 
twenty people in New York convicted for using 
the devices, each one pleaded'guilty to the 
charges, with none receiving jail sentences. 

Phone phreaks in New York are trying to 
find but how the phone coii^any discovers users 
of the devices. The phone company insists it does 
not listen in on conversations, but rather traces 
box users throui^ computers hdoked into incom- 
ing phone lines. Many phone phreaks with elec- 
tronics backgrounds however , doubt the company 
can trace box users through computers alone. 

They explain that the company must illegally 
monit©r numerous phone calls before being reas- 
onably sure of detection. ‘ 

'Hie American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
says there is evidence the phone company uses 
iiuncunstitutional means to detect the box 
users, tod therefore, threatens the users out 
of court. One ACLU lawyer advised that Whenn 
security people' visit a box user,' "ncone should 
open their 6door; to the phone company Without i.a 
lawyer." 

Meanwhile, reliable sources report that 
New York phone phreaks have Started to manu- 
facture hundreds of new devices called "red 
boxes ." These devices , the' makersr isayy jrepro- 
duce exactly the same tones used to put through 
phone calls on touch- tone pay telephones. When 
the device is used with a pay telephone, it is 
virtually undetecthbie, evidently even able 
to avoid detection by the phone company's "com- 
puters." 

According to phone phreak sources in New 
York, the red boxes will sell for $100 a piece, 
or for about $30 in parts, people can construct 
their own red box, 

--30-- 
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-COLONEL CHICKENS OUT OF HONG KONG 

HONG KONG- (LNS) --Colonel Sanders of Kentucky Frie 
Fried Chicken fame has packed up and gone home for 
good after failing to establish his fried fowl fast 
food chain in Hong Kong. 

The last four Hong Kong Kentucky fried chicken 
shops were quietly clbsed in March, reports Agence- 
France Presse, and all the directors of the company 
have returned to the U.S. 

The company had briginally planned to open fifty 
to s ixty out lets in Hong Kong . 
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personnel. On a typical mission, the security 
people warn the box users, "We know you have a 
blue box. Either you surrender the equipment 
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AIM CALLS FOR TOUJIIST BOXCOTT OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
IN protest ,QF state ;S treatment of native AMERICANS 

ST. PAUL, Minn.(LNS) — In order to protest 
South Dakota's treatment of Native American people, 
The American Indian Movement(AIM) is asking tourists 
to "See South Dakota Last" this summer. In addition, 
to a renweal of last sunaner's boycott, AIM is en- 
couraging supporters to write various state officials 
and tourist businesses to register their complaints. 

The boycott is being called particularly to 
protest the state's treatment of people AIM refers 
to as the "Custer victims." 

The Custer incidents began February, 1973 when 
AIM members and supporters went to Custer, S.D. to 
protest the lenient charge against a white business- 
man who had killed Wesley Bad Heart Bull, a young 
Lakota Sioux. Sarah Bad Heart Bull, Wesley's mo- 
ther, was grabbed, choked, and arrested along with 
others on the steps of the courthouse during the 
protest. 

In 1974, Sarah Bad Heart Bull, Robert High 
Eagle, Keii Dahl, -afid John Carlson were tried at 
Sioux Falls, and convicted on charges of riot 
where arson was committed. Although the three men 
are still in prison, petitions, letters of protest 
and demonstrations have resulted in Sarah Bad Heart 
Bull's release on probation. Fifteen more defend- 
ants still face trials on the Custer courthouse 
charges. 

At one point in the Sioux Falls ti^ials, on 
April 30, 1974, supporters of the defendants re- 
fused to stand When Judge Joesph Bottum esntSied 
the court room. Bottum ordered the court cleared, 

' whefteupon tactical police attacked the spectators 
witJh mace and tear gas. Eleven of the supporters 
were charged with riot and destruction of the 
courthouse. Jury election for five of these defend- 
ants: is currently underway. 

"The only chance for these modern Custer vic- 
tims," says AIM, "is an aroused public, bringing 
the pressure of opinion and money against the 
South Dakota power structure." 

South Dakota is particularly vulnerable to a 
tourist boycott, since over a third of the state's 
income depends on tourists. In an active and 
expensive campaign 'devised to draw people to the 
state, the South Dakota Bicentennial Commission 
is advertising Mount Rushmore, where faces of four 
U.S. presidents are carved , as a "shrine of de- 
mocracy." 

An AIM tourist boycott leaflet, however, calls 
the carvings "sacrilege committed upon the sacred 
stone of Paha Sapa, the Black Hills, long a sacred 
place for the Lakota people and still theirs under 
the Treaty of 1868." 

In light of the success of petitions and let- 
ter writing in securing Sarah Bad Heart Bull's 
probation^ AIM emphhsizes that letters about the 
boycott really could make a difference. They also 
point out that people who aren't planning to visit 
the state can still participate. 

* * * 


Suggestions on whom to write include! 
state off icials--Governor Richard Kne ip. State Cap- 
itol, Pierre, S.D. 57501; Jeremiah Murphy, chair- 
man State Board of Pardohs and Paroles, Boyce- 
Greely Building, Sioux Falls, S.D. ; Director, 

Division of Parks Game and Recreation, and Director, 
Dept, of Highways, both at State Office Building, 
Pierre, S.D. 57501. 

S.D. Bicentennial Commission, State Capitol Building, 
Pierre, S.D. 57501, Chairman Les Helgeland 

National politicians--Senators George McGovern and 
James Abourezk, Senate Office Bldg., Washington, 

D .C . 20515 ; Representatives Frank Denholm and 

James Abdnor, House Office Bldg, Washington, D.C. 

Motels — The major hotel bhain in S.D. is Holiday 
Inns. AIM suggests boycotting all Holiday Inns and 
writing to the president of the chaint along with 
Nelson Rockefeller, who owns a controlling interest 
in the company. 

The Wounded Knee Legal Defense-Offense Committee 
suggests that letters make it clear that you intend 
to avoid S.D. in support of the Indians and not 
from fear of "militants." 

Copies of a four page leaflet on the boycott 
and letter writing campaign is available from 
AIM(Custer Campaign), Box 3677, St. Paul, Minn. 

55101. Also send copies of boycott support letters 
to the same address. 

' 30— , ; 
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400,000 MOBILIZE IN ANTI-U.S. DEMONSTRATION IN GREECE 

ATHENS, Greece(LNS)— An estimated 400,000 
people demonstrated in Athens April 21 to mark 
the eighth anniversary of the ClA-.backed coup which 
put A tnilitary junta in power in 1967. The seven 
years of fascist rule following the coup ended with 
the fall pf the military government last July. 

The demonstration was organized by workers and 
trade unions, in conjunction with youth Organizations 
and the radicAl left, in protest of the continued 
presence of U.S. military bases in Greece. After 

400.000 gathered in the center of Athens on the 
afternoon of April 21, a large procession marched 
about two miles to the American Embassy. By 5:00p.m. 

50.000 had gathered around the embassy, which 
was heavily guarded by police forces. 

According to one report, the building was show- 
ered with molotov cocktails, and several groups man- 
aged to get inside the embassy walls. Police finally 
drove back, the crowd with tanks and teargas, while 
demonstrators responded with chants of "People— 
this is your ballpt." Many protestors were beaten 
and seriously wounded by police. 

In the autumn of 1973, a series of' larger and 
militant student demonstrations protesting the 
government were brutally put down by police. At 
that time, about fifty people were killed. 
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Please send us two copies of your paper as soon as 
you can. We really want to see them. Thanks. 
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SUSAN SAjCE''‘S TRlA^ FOR JUNE 0 IN PHILAUEIPHIA; 

ARRESTED AFTER AIMOST FIVE TEARS UNDERGROUND 

PHIIADEIPHIA. (lNS)>^SusAn Saxe, a fugitive rad- 
ical who Was on the FBI Ten Most Wanted, list for four 
and a half years until h^r et'rest in late March, will 
be tried June 9 i in Philadelphia* The trial was orig- 
inally set for May I2,bwt U»S. District Court Judge 
Alfred Luongo ruled oii April 24 that more time was 
needed for pre-trial motions, 

Saxe was arrested in Philadelphia on March 27 
and charged with a bank robbery in that city. Since 
1970, she and Katherine Power have been sought by the 
FBI on charges of murdering a guard while robbing a 
bank in Boston, Police maintain that Saxe and Power 
robbed the Bostpn bank to finance anti-war activit- 
ies, Power is still the sub ject of an extensive FBI 
search. 

In addition to the robbery charges against Saxe 
in both Philadelphia and Boston, and the Boston murder 
charge, she faces an additiohal count of Interstate 
flight to avoid prosecution. 

In the few months prior to Saxe's arrest, the 
FBI used the cases of Saxe and Power as an excuse to 
harass lesbian and women* § movement activists in sev- 
eral citiea, , In New Haven, Connecticut and Lexington, 
Kentucky grand juries subpoenaed movanent activists 
who refused to answer FBI questions about the two wo- 
men. 

Five women and a man were jailed for refusing to 
talk to the Lexington grand jury, and two other women 
in New Haven were ruled in comtempt. There have also 
been r epor ts from Detroit , Ann Arbor , and Albuquerque 
of friends of those jailed on Lexington and New Haven 
being questioned And harassed by FBI agents, 

; A?.though the FBI claims that Saxe' s arrest was 
just the result of ^persistence and good liick, there 
is speculation that it was the result of information 
obtained through an informer, an FBI plant, or a tel- 
ephone tap. Even the Boston Globe noted 'that the po- 
lice photo of Saxe Was"fuzzy and indistinct" and 
questioned whether the arresting officer iin Philadel- 
phia could have indentified Sake from the photo alone. 



FOUR N07SMEN, FACE JAIL FOR REFUSING TO REVEAL SOURCES 


THIRTEIlf LEADING OPPONENTS OF CHIIEAN JUNTA 
undergo SECRET TRIAL PROCEEDINGS 

SANTIAGO, Chile (INS)— The Chilean Junta be- 
gan secret trial pkoceedings April 21 against 13 
leading opponents of the right-wing Chilean gob- 
ernment. The 13 political prisoners, many of them 
central committee members of the Revolutionary 
Left Movement (MIR), are undergoing the trials 
without knowing what they are specifically charged 
with. 

The Chilean government has denied internation- 
al observers the right to attend the trials. And 
the 13 are being tried in, front of a military judge, 
who is expected to mebe out the sentences already 
recommended by the junta. Most of the sentences 
recommended by the junta range from 18 to 35 years 
in prison, A life sentence, however, has been rec- 
ommended for Arturo Villavela, one of the 13, and 
a member of the MIR political commission. 

The other 12 defendents in the case, all MIR 
members or trade union organizers, are: Renatb Ar- 
aneda, Julio Carraso, Mario Espinoza, Aldo Flores, 
Roberto Monero, Francisco Pizarro, Juan Olivares, 
Luis Retamal, Patricio Ricas, Sergio Santos, Ricar- 
do RUz, and Ricardo Vasquez, 

Tko American attorneys, David Rein and Abbie 
Luggo, who are representing the families of the de- 
fendents, arrived in Chile in late April to assist 
the defendants in the proceedings. The Chilean gov- 
ernment, however, has refused to let Rein or Luggo 
attend the trials. 

The junta has also t61d the United Nations 
Commission of Inquiry, which expressed an interest 
in the trials, that its members won't be allowed 
at the trials, 

•k k k 

The Chile Solidarity Committee urges people to 
write of cable the trial judge in the case to de- 
mand the proceedings be opened to the press and to 
impartial international observets. The case is le- 
gally referred to as "Air Force Trial #8464," Air 
mail letters or cables should be sent to: Judge 
Vivero, FACH Minis tery of Defense, Santiago, Chile, 

-30-- 


FRESND, California (ins)— T he managing editor, 
the city editor, and two reportefs from the Fresbo 
Bee received indefinite jail sentences April 21 and 
23 for refusing to disclose how they had gotten test- 
imony ftom a grand jury transcript that had been or- 
dered, sealed. During hearings held to determine if a 
court official had leaked the transcript to the re- 
proters , the four were found in contempt up to 79 
times for refusing to answer questions about the source 
of the material, 

"I commit (the newsmen) to jail until they indi- 
cate a willingness to answer the question," said Su- 
perior Court Judge Denver Peckinpah, The sentences 
were ordered stayed until May 23, In the meantime the 
newspaper is expected to appeal. 

The contempt proceedihgs stem from a ieriesjoioae 
articles quoting from the secret gfand jury testimony 
of bflbery and cbn^ by two local politicians, 30 
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FORD HAS AN OLD IDEA 


",,, I believe that there is a great deal of 
credibility of the dormno theory, I hope it doesn't 
nappen, X hope that other countries In Southeast 
Asia— Thailand aud ijjie Philippines-- don’* t iHlbrcad 
the will of the American, people anti the leaderhsip 
of this country Into believing that we're going to 
abandon out position in Southeast Asia,** 

—Gerald Ford at a Press 
Conference on April 3 1975 

DEAR SUBSCRIBERS, 

Sianmer is ccx^ing up and that Is always a time 
of little money. And we are already behind In sal- 
aries-wt;ey behind. So please, “If you can catch up 
on what you owe us, DO IT NOW, Please help, Thanxs 

(#696) April 26, 1975 end of copy, 
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THESE PHOTOS GO WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 4 DESCRIBING SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE SITUATION IN INDOCHINAj 

1975 AND THE SITUATION IN CHINA 1948-1949, __________ 


TOP RIGHTS Nationalists shooting Communist TOP LEFT; Chiang Kai-shek giving speech, 1936. 

troops in China in 1948. STORY ON PAGE 4. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 4. 
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MIDDLE RIGHTS China, 1949. People in streets 
showing support of the People's Army that 
had recently liberated their town from 
Chiang Kai-shek and Nationalist control. 

The banner in the background attacks 
capitalism, feudalism, and imperialism. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 4. 
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MIDDLE LEFTsTwo foreigners on way to ship that 
will take them away from Shanghai, China before 
the People's Army reaches the city. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 4. 
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BOTTOM RIGHT: Nationalist soldiers waiting BOTTOM LEFT: A theapre group performing a peasant 

at the Shanghai, China railway station, May, dance, Yao-ku, in a People's Army, parade in 

1949, hoping to leave the city before the I’ o 1 ' Shanghai, China, September 1949. Shanghai had 
People's Army arrives, been liberated by the People's Army in May 1949. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 4. GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 4. 
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On the day justice conquers 
On that vast day 
of our final struggle 
Companeros 
You will be with us... 
Neruda 



BAUTISTA VON SCHOWEN 

Member of the Political Comission ol the 
Movement of the Revoiucionary left (MIR) 
arrested and tortured by the dictadorship Dec. 15,73 
HIS LIFE MUST BE SAVED. 


MIGUEL ENRIQUEZ 
Secretary General of the Movement 
of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) 
killed in combat against the dictadorship 
October 5, M. 







TOlLEFTs Arturo 
Vil lave lag member of 
the Political Gommssion 
of the Movement of the 
Revolutionary Left (MIR) 

MAY BE RUN WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 5 \ andg 
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TOP RIGHTS Bautista Von SchoweHg captured 
MIR leader g shown with Miguel Enriquez g 
killed on October 5g, 1974o Von Schowen 
has been detained and tortured since his 
capture December 15g 1973. 


(MIDDLE LEFT)g Ricardo 
Ruz, member of the MIR 
Central Committee. Both 
are now facing secred 
political trials in C^ile® 

THESE PHOTOS MAY BE RUN 
WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 
"8. OF "THIS PACKET (#696)o 
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BOTTOMS Townspeople greet truckloads of Khmer Rouge soldiers 
as they arrive in Poipetg near the Thai^Cambodian border® 
my BE RUN WLIE STORIES ON THE LIBERATION OF CAMBODIA IN 
RECENT, PACHTTS® 
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